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have been twisted and turned in a way which no scholar, in Arabic, Persian and Urdoo languages, will do without violence to the language and sense. It is a matter of deep regret, that although the books, which I have published, are in support of the Government, both in tone and spirit, yet they have been wholly misunderstood, and a charge has been brought against me. The books have been already published, and I challenge any -Arabic Scholar to come forward and to criticise it atorol-cally and find out any passage against the Government, in which my views have been expressed. Ahmed Reza and his creatures had reasons to misconstrue the sentences, but why should not a distinguished Arabic scholar, thoroughly loyal to the British Government, be asked to read the books and pass his opinions before me ? The matter is thus simplified, and the point in issue may be easily disposed of.
Second  Charge.
It speaks of the impoverishment of the people., and the depopulation 'of villages, caused ly the severe assessment.
That the people have been impoverished is the cry of the prosecutor. The poverty of a country is no doiibt deprecated by the liberal philanthro-phists. But it is a question which is open to solutions of various kinds. The facts and figures are occassionally quoted to prove the theory, but a true statesman does not necessarily accept the